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The cuneiform tablets from Ebla (3rd milleniumBC) attest to the most ancient Semitic language
and provide insight into a period in the history and religion of Syria that was previously
unknown. The restoration, interpretation, and classification of these tablets has taken more
than thirty years. This volume presents a collection of 49 essays from one of the foremost
experts on Ebla and its broader ancient context and includes important studies on the
language, society, political relations, and religion of this ancient Near Eastern city-state.
This book highlights the efforts made by distinguished scientific researchers world-wide to
meet two key challenges: i) the limited reserves of polluting fossil fuels, and ii) the everincreasing amounts of waste being generated. These case studies have brought to the
foreground certain innovative biological solutions to real-life problems we now face on a global
scale: environmental pollution and its role in deteriorating human health. The book also
highlights major advances in microbial metabolisms, which can be used to produce bioenergy,
biopolymers, bioactive molecules, enzymes, etc. Around the world, countries like China,
Germany, France, Sweden and the US are now implementing major national programs for the
production of biofuels. The book provides information on how to meet the chief technical
challenges – identifying an industrially robust microbe and cheap raw material as feed. Of the
various possibilities for generating bioenergy, the most attractive is the microbial production of
biohydrogen, which has recently gained significant recognition worldwide, due to its high
efficiency and eco-friendly nature. Further, the book highlights factors that can make these
bioprocesses more economical, especially the cost of the feed. The anaerobic digestion (AD)
process is more advantageous in comparison to aerobic processes for stabilizing biowastes
and producing biofuels (hydrogen, biodiesel, 1,3-propanediol, methane, electricity),
biopolymers (polyhydroxyalkanoates, cellulose, exopolysaccharides) and bioactive molecules
(such as enzymes, volatile fatty acids, sugars, toxins, etc.) for biotechnological and medical
applications. Information is provided on how the advent of molecular biological techniques can
provide greater insights into novel microbial lineages. Bioinformatic tools and metagenomic
techniques have extended the limits to which these biological processes can be exploited to
improve human welfare. A new dimension to these scientific works has been added by the
emergence of synthetic biology. The Big Question is: How can these Microbial Factories be
improved through metabolic engineering and what cost targets need to be met?
The endeavour to prove God’s existence through rational argumentation was an integral part
of classical Islamic theology (kal?m) and philosophy (falsafa), thus the frequently articulated
assumption in the academic literature. The Islamic discourse in question is then often
compared to the discourse on arguments for God’s existence in the western tradition, not only
in terms of its objectives but also in terms of the arguments used: Islamic thinkers, too, put
forward arguments that have been labelled as cosmological, teleological, and ontological. This
book, however, argues that arguments for God’s existence are absent from the theological
and philosophical works of the classical Islamic era. This is not to say that the arguments
encountered there are flawed arguments for God’s existence. Rather, it means that the
arguments under consideration serve a different purpose than to prove that God exists.
Through a close reading of the works of several mutakallim?n and fal?sifa from the
3rd?7th/9th?13th century, such as al-B?qill?n? and Fakhr al-D?n al-R?z? as well as Ibn S?n?
and Ibn Rushd, this book proffers a re-evaluation of the discourse in question, and it suggests
what its participants sought to prove if it is not that God exists.
Die Reihe Islamkundliche Untersuchungen wurde 1969 im Klaus Schwarz Verlag begründet
und hat sich zu einem der wichtigsten Publikationsorgane der Islamwissenschaft in
Deutschland entwickelt. Die über 330 Bände widmen sich der Geschichte, Kultur und den
Gesellschaften Nordafrikas, des Nahen und Mittleren Ostens sowie Zentral-, Süd- und SüdostPage 1/10
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Asiens.
The information infrastructure - comprising computers, embedded devices, networks and
software systems - is vital to day-to-day operations in every sector: information and
telecommunications, banking and finance, energy, chemicals and hazardous materials,
agriculture, food, water, public health, emergency services, transportation, postal and shipping,
government and defense. Global business and industry, governments, indeed society itself,
cannot function effectively if major components of the critical information infrastructure are
degraded, disabled or destroyed. Critical Infrastructure Protection VI describes original
research results and innovative applications in the interdisciplinary field of critical infrastructure
protection. Also, it highlights the importance of weaving science, technology and policy in
crafting sophisticated, yet practical, solutions that will help secure information, computer and
network assets in the various critical infrastructure sectors. Areas of coverage includes:
Themes and Issues; Control Systems Security; Infrastructure Security; and Infrastructure
Modeling and Simulation. This book is the sixth volume in the annual series produced by the
International Federation for Information Processing (IFIP) Working Group 11.10 on Critical
Infrastructure Protection, an international community of scientists, engineers, practitioners and
policy makers dedicated to advancing research, development and implementation efforts
focused on infrastructure protection. The book contains a selection of sixteen edited papers
from the Sixth Annual IFIP WG 11.10 International Conference on Critical Infrastructure
Protection, held at the National Defense University, Washington, DC, USA in the spring of
2011. Critical Infrastructure Protection VI is an important resource for researchers, faculty
members and graduate students, as well as for policy makers, practitioners and other
individuals with interests in homeland security. Jonathan Butts is an Assistant Professor of
Computer Science at the Air Force Institute of Technology, Wright-Patterson Air Force Base,
Ohio, USA. Sujeet Shenoi is the F.P. Walter Professor of Computer Science and a Professor
of Chemical Engineering at the University of Tulsa, Tulsa, Oklahoma, USA.
Tayap is a small, previously undocumented Papuan language, spoken in a single village called
Gapun, in the lower Sepik River region of Papua New Guinea. The language is an isolate,
unrelated to any other in the area. Furthermore, Tayap is dying. Fewer than fifty speakers
actively command it today. Based on linguistic anthropological work conducted over the course
of thirty years, this book describes the grammar of the language, detailing its phonology,
morphology and syntax. It devotes particular attention to verbs, which are the most elaborated
area of the grammar, and which are complex, fusional and massively suppletive.The book also
provides a full Tayap-English-Tok Pisin dictionary. A particularly innovative contribution is the
detailed discussions of how Tayap’'s grammar is dissolving in the language of young
speakers. The book exemplifies how the complex structures in fluent speakers’ Tayap are
reduced or reanalyzed by younger speakers. This grammar and dictionary should therefore be
a valuable resource for anyone interested in the mechanics of how languages disappear. The
fact that it is the sole documentation of this unique Papuan language should also make it of
interest to areal specialists and language typologists.
Diverse Islamic groups have triggered a »revival of Islam« in Central Asia in the last decades.
As a result, there has been a general securitization of Islam by the governments: not only do
they combat the terrorist Islamic Movement of Uzbekistan but also outlaw popular groups such
as the Gülen movement. However, strong repression of religion might lead to radicalization.
Kathrin Lenz-Raymann tests this hypothesis with an agent-based computer simulation and
enriches her study with interviews with international experts, leaders of political Islam and
representatives of folk Islam. She concludes that ensuring religious rights is essential for
national security.
The revised, updated Fourth Edition of this popular handbook provides practical, accessible
information on all aspects of dialysis, with emphasis on day-to-day management of patients.
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Chapters provide complete coverage of hemodialysis, peritoneal dialysis, special problems in
dialysis patients, and problems pertaining to various organ systems. This edition reflects the
latest guidelines of the National Kidney Foundation's Kidney Disease Outcomes Quality
Initiative (KDOQI) on hemodialysis and peritoneal dialysis adequacy and on nutrition. New
chapters cover chronic kidney disease management in predialysis patients, frequent daily or
nocturnal hemodialysis, and hemodiafiltration. Chapters on venous and arteriovenous access
have been completely revised. Each chapter provides references to relevant Web sites.
Regarding the Arab region, GDP per capita virtually stagnated for more than 20 years from
1980. During the same period, GDP per capita in the world's highly industrialized states further
increased and the gap between the Middle East and North Africa (MENA) and the highly
developed countries widened. However, the differences between Arab countries and the
Western states exist not only economically. The countries also differ regarding their political,
legal, and social systems. This work explains the differences in development on the basis of
institutional economics. In addition to a general theoretical part, an empirical analysis
demonstrates the effects of institutions on income, and a historical case study explains the
divergent development paths of the Arab region and selected advanced economies.
In the first half of the 2d millennium BCE, translation occasionally depicted semantically
incongruous correspondences. Such cases reflect ancient scribes substantiating their virtuosity
with cuneiform writing by capitalizing on phonologic, graphemic, semantic, and other
resemblances in the interlingual space. These scholar–scribes employed an essential scribal
practice, analogical hermeneutics, an interpretative activity grounded in analogical reasoning
and empowered by the potentiality of the cuneiform script. Scribal education systematized
such practices, allowing scribes to utilize these habits in copying compositions and creating
translations. In scribal education, analogical hermeneutics is exemplified in the word list "Izi",
both in its structure and in its occasional bilingualism. By examining "Izi" as a product of the
social field of scribal education, this book argues that scribes used analogical hermeneutics to
cultivate their craft and establish themselves as knowledgeable scribes. Within a linguistic
epistemology of cuneiform scribal culture, translation is a tool in the hands of a knowledgeable
scholar.
Alhena Gadotti offers a much needed new edition of the Sumerian composition Gilgamesh,
Enkidu, and the Netherworld, last published by Aaron Shaffer in his 1963 doctoral dissertation.
Since then, several new manuscripts have come to light, prompting not only a new edition of
the text, but also a re-examination of the composition. In this book, Gadotti argues that
Gilgamesh, Enkidu, and the Netherworld was the first, not the last of the Sumerian stories
about Gilgamesh. She also suggests that a Sumerian Gilgamesh Cycle, currently only attested
in old Babylonian manuscripts (ca. 18th century BCE), was in fact developed during the Ur III
period (ca. 2100-2000 BCE). Providing a new way to look at the Sumerian Gilgamesh stories,
this book is relevant not only to scholars of the ancient Near East, but also to anyone
interested in epic and epic cycle.
The Dynamics of Nominal ClassificationProductive and Lexicalised Uses of Gender Agreement
in MawngWalter de Gruyter GmbH & Co KG
The Yearbook mirrors the annual activities of staff and visiting fellows of the Maimonides
Centre and reports on symposia, workshops, and lectures taking place at the Centre. Although
aimed at a wider audience, the yearbook also contains academic articles and book reviews on
scepticism in Judaism and scepticism in general. Staff, visiting fellows, and other international
scholars are invited to contribute.
Contemporary music, like other arts, is dealing with the rise of »curators« laying claim to
everything from festivals to playlists - but what are they and what do they do anyway? Drawing
from backgrounds ranging from curatorial studies to festival studies and musicology, Brandon
Farnsworth lays out a theory for understanding curatorial practices in contemporary music, and
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how they could be a solution to the field's diminishing social relevance. The volume focuses on
two case studies, the Munich Biennale for New Music Theatre, and the Maerzmusik Festival at
the Berliner Festspiele, putting them in a transdisciplinary history of curatorial practice, and
showing what music curatorial practice can be.
Since the financial crisis of 2007/2008, a renewed discussion on the ethics and finance is
being examined from different dimensions – finance for good society, responsible finance,
ethical finance, financial crimes, and financial repression. The principal objective of this
Handbook on Ethics of Islamic Economics and Finance is to provide a deeper understanding of
the ethical underpinning of Islamic economics and finance. The reader will notice that the
Handbook reflects a diversity of views on the subject of economic and business ethics in Islam
across the intellectual spectrum of Muslim thought over the globe. Handbook attempts to find
answers to some questions concerning the definition and characteristics of the ethical system
in Islam. What is its goal and how do its rules and practices ensure welfare for individuals and
society? Are the moral principles universal and invariable or do they change and adapt with the
social changes of communities and progress in science and technology? Is the present
generation accountable for the welfare of future generations? Where is the boundary between
law and ethics and who guarantees their adoption and implementation?
The book provides the first comprehensive study on Judah Halevi's use of sceptical tactics in
his wrestling with the dogmatic-rationalistic trends of the Arabic culture of his period (11th- 12th
centuries).

Nominal apposition—the combining of two equivalent nouns—has been a neglected topic
in linguistics, despite its prominence in syntax and morphology in some languages. This
book presents an extensive comparative and diachronic analysis of nominal apposition
in Indo-European, examining its occurrence, characteristics and functions in early
languages, identifying parallels with similar phenomena elsewhere, and tracing its
evolution in Latin-Romance.
Addressing the relationship between religion and ideology, and drawing on a range of
literary, ritual, and visual sources, this book reconstructs the cultural discourse of
Assyria from the third through the first millennium BCE. Ideology is delineated here as a
subdiscourse of religion rather than as an independent category, anchoring it firmly
within the religious world view. Tracing Assur's cultural interaction with the south on the
one hand, and with the Syro-Anatolian horizon on the other, this volume articulates a
"northern" cultural discourse that, even while interacting with southern Mesopotamian
tradition, managed to maintain its own identity. It also follows the development of tropes
and iconic images from the first city state of Uruk and their mouvance between myth,
image, and royal inscription, historiography and myth, and myth and ritual, suggesting
that, with the help of scholars, key royal figures were responsible for introducing new
directions for the ideological discourse and for promoting new forms of historiography.
The use of grammatical gender in the Australian language Mawng calls into question
prevailing ideas about the functions of nominal classification systems. Mawng’s gender
system has a strong semantic basis and plays an important role in the construction of
meaning in discourse. Gender agreement in verbs is frequently lexicalized, creating
idioms called lexicalised agreement verbs that are structurally similar to noun-verb
idioms. This book will be of interest to anyone interested in nominal classification or
cross-linguistic approaches to idioms.
Der Band beschäftigt sich mit der Industrialisierung Indiens. Er gliedert sich in 10
Kapitel, die sich jeweils einem konkreten Zeitraum widmen, wie der Beginn der
Industrialisierung im 19. Jahrhundert, die Auswirkungen des Ersten Weltkriegs etc.
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Beleuchtet wird vor allem die politische Atmosphäre. Für jeden Zeitraum werden alle
relevanten Branchen diskutiert. Abschließend wird auf aktuelle Entwicklungen und neue
Industriezweige eingegangen.
This book includes high-quality research papers presenting the latest advances in
aerospace and related engineering fields. The papers are organized according to six
broad areas (i) Aerospace Propulsion, (ii) Space Research, Avionics and
Instrumentation, (iii) Aerodynamics Wind Tunnel and Computational fluid dynamics
(CFD), (iv) Structural Analysis and Finite Element Method (FEM), (v) Materials,
Manufacturing and Air Safety and (vi) Aircraft Environmental and Control System and
Stability, making it easy for readers to find the information they require. Offering insights
into the state of the art in aerospace engineering, the original research presented is
valuable to academics, researchers, undergraduate and postgraduate students as well
as professionals in industry and R&D. The clearly written book can be used for the
validation of data, and the development of experimental and simulation techniques as
well as other mathematical approaches.
Bringing together evidence from natural and social sciences, the work introduces the
non-reductionist Instruction Grammar programme. Viewed from within the practicalities
of the lifeworld, utterances are described as instructions to simulate perceptions and
attributions for action. The approach provides solutions to long-standing philosophical
problems of cognitive grammar theories and traditionally puzzling syntactic phenomena.
The Sealand kingdom arose from the rebellion against Babylonian hegemony in the
latter half of the 18th century BCE., forcing it to share power over Sumer and Akkad.
Although its kings maintained themselves throughout the turmoil leading to the demise
of the Amorite dynasty at Babylon, it remains one of the most poorly documented
Mesopotamian polities. Until recently, it was known to us mainly through its inclusion
into later king lists and chronicles, but the recent publication of well over 400 archival
texts from a Sealand palace, soon followed by literary and divinatory tablets, finally
makes it possible to study this polity from primary sources. This book proposes a
history of the Sealand kingdom based on the new evidence and a reevaluation of
previously known sources. The aspects examined are: the economy — mainly the
palatial administration and transformation of agricultural and animal resources; the
panthea and the palace-sponsored cult, which show that Sealand I kings may have
positioned their rule in a Larsean tradition; the political history, including a discussion of
the geography and the relative chronology; the recording and transmission of
knowledge on the Sealand I dynasty in Mesopotamian historiography.
Two topics of current critical interest, agency and materiality, are here explored in the
context of their intersection with the divine. Specific case studies, emphasizing the
ancient Near East but including treatments also of the European Middle Ages and
ancient Greece, elucidate the nature and implications of this intersection: What is the
relationship between the divine and the particular matter or physical form in which it is
materially represented or mentally visualized? How do sacral or divine "things" act, and
what is the source and nature of their agency? How might we productively define and
think about anthropomorphism in relation to the divine? What is the relationship
between the mental and the material image, and between the categories of object and
image, image and likeness, and likeness and representation? Drawing on a broad
range of written and pictorial sources, this volume is a novel contribution to the
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contemporary discourse on the functioning and communicative potential of the material
and materialized divine as it is developing in the fields of anthropology, art history, and
the history and cognitive science of religion.
Since publication over twenty years ago, The Translator’s Invisibility has provoked
debate and controversy within the field of translation and become a classic text.
Providing a fascinating account of the history of translation from the seventeenth
century to the present day, Venuti shows how fluency prevailed over other translation
strategies to shape the canon of foreign literatures in English and investigates the
cultural consequences of the receptor values which were simultaneously inscribed and
masked in foreign texts during this period. Reissued with a new introduction, in which
the author provides a clear, detailed account of key concepts and arguments in order to
issue a counterblast against simplistic interpretations, The Translator’s Invisibility takes
its well-deserved place as part of the Routledge Translation Classics series. This book
is essential reading for students of translation studies at all levels.
The present study addresses problems of an epistemological nature which hinge on the
question of how to define Jewish thought. It will take its start in an ancient question, that
of the relationship between Jewish culture, Greek philosophy, and then Greco-Roman
(and Christian) thought in connection with the query into the history and genealogy of
wisdom and knowledge. Our journey into the history of the denomination ‘Jewish
philosophy’ will include a leg that will lead us to certain declarations of political, moral,
and scientific principles, and then on to the birth of what is called philosophia perennis
or, in Christian circles, prisca theologia. Our subject of inquiry will thus be the birth of
the concept of Jewish philosophy, Jewish theology and Jewish philosophy of religion. A
special emphasis will fall on the topic treated in the last part of this study: Jewish
scepticism, a theme that involves a philosophical attitude founded on dialectical
"enquiry", as the etymology of the Greek word skepsis properly means.
This volume discusses Mamluk historical texts with an emphasis on literary/stylistic
analysis, basically ignoring issues of ‘factuality’ versus ‘fictivity’. None of the authors
set out to write ‘fiction’; nor would their audience have received their accounts as
such. The events depicted were a matter of historical record; but their meaning was
geared both to contemporary and to general concerns. The fact of telling them is part
and parcel of the historian’s task; the means of telling them has to do with the
historian’s choice of style; and style is all-important in conveying meaning. Were these
accounts not considered ‘true’, the purpose behind their telling and the meaning they
convey, would, arguably, be lost; but were they not told in the most effective manner,
their meaning might not be clearly grasped.
Annotation. "This book aims to introduce India, the major players in the Indian service
industry, the reasons why you should utilise India as an offshore outsourcing
destination and the steps you need to take to find and work with a local partner." "The
second edition has been completely revised with up-to-date information on the latest
industry developments. Several chapters have been entirely restructured and two
completely new chapters deal with the risks of outsourcing to India and the future
prospects for the industry."--Jacket.
This book investigates the issue of the singularity versus the multiplicity of ancient Near
Eastern deities who are known by a common first name but differentiated by their last
names, or geographic epithets. It focuses primarily on the Ištar divine names in
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Mesopotamia, Baal names in the Levant, and Yahweh names in Israel, and it is
structured around four key questions: How did the ancients define what it meant to be a
god - or more pragmatically, what kind of treatment did a personality or object need to
receive in order to be considered a god by the ancients? Upon what bases and
according to which texts do modern scholars determine when a personality or object is
a god in an ancient culture? In what ways are deities with both first and last names
treated the same and differently from deities with only first names? Under what
circumstances are deities with common first names and different last names
recognizable as distinct independent deities, and under what circumstances are they
merely local manifestations of an overarching deity? The conclusions drawn about the
singularity of local manifestations versus the multiplicity of independent deities are
specific to each individual first name examined in accordance with the data and texts
available for each divine first name.
Modern scholarship has not given Edirne the attention it deserves regarding its
significance as one of the capitals of the Ottoman Empire. This edited volume offers a
reinterpretation of Edirne’s history from Early Ottoman times to recent periods of the
Turkish Republic. Presently, disconnections and discontinuities introduced by the
transition from empire to nation state still characterize the image of the city and the
historiography about it. In contrast, this volume examines how the city engages in the
forming, deflecting and creative appropriation of its heritage, a process that has turned
Edirne into a UNESCO heritage hotspot. A closer historical analysis demonstrates the
dissonances and contradictions that these different interpretations and uses of heritage
produce. From the beginning, Edirne was shaped by its connectivity and relationality to
other places, above all to Istanbul. This perspective is employed at many different
levels, e.g., with regard to its population, institutions, architecture, infrastructures and
popular culture, but also regarding the imaginations Edirne triggered. In sum, this multidisciplinary volume boosts urban history beyond Istanbul and offers new insight into
Ottoman and Turkish connectivities from the vantage point of certain key moments of
Edirne’s history.
This book is targeted mainly to the undergraduate students of USA, UK and other
European countries, and the M. Sc of Asian countries, but will be found useful for the
graduate students, Graduate Record Examination (GRE), Teachers and Tutors. This is
a by-product of lectures given at the Osmania University, University of Ottawa and
University of Tebrez over several years, and is intended to assist the students in their
assignments and examinations. The book covers a wide spectrum of disciplines in
Modern Physics, and is mainly based on the actual examination papers of UK and the
Indian Universities. The selected problems display a large variety and conform to syllabi
which are currently being used in various countries. The book is divided into ten
chapters. Each chapter begins with basic concepts containing a set of formulae and
explanatory notes for quick reference, followed by a number of problems and their
detailed solutions. The problems are judiciously selected and are arranged sectionwise. The so- tions are neither pedantic nor terse. The approach is straight forward and
step-- step solutions are elaborately provided. More importantly the relevant formulas
used for solving the problems can be located in the beginning of each chapter. There
are approximately 150 line diagrams for illustration. Basic quantum mechanics,
elementary calculus, vector calculus and Algebra are the pre-requisites.
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Coalitions and political accountability -- Divisive politics and accountability -- Minimum
taxes and repeated tax competition -- Summary in German.
Shulgi-simti is an important example of a woman involved in sponsoring religious
activities though having a family life. An Ox of One’s Own will be of interest to
Assyriologists, particularly those interested in Early Mesopotamia, and scholars working
on women in religion. An Ox of One’s Own centers on the archive of a woman who
died about 2050 B.C., one of King Shulgi’s many wives. Her birth name is unknown,
but when she married, she became Shulgi-simti, “Suitable for Shulgi.” Attested for only
about 15 years, she existed among a court filled with other wives, who probably
outranked her. A religious foundation was run on her behalf whereby courtiers, male
and female, donated livestock for sacrifices to an unusual mix of goddesses and gods.
Previous scholarship has declared this a rare example of a queen conducting women’s
religion, perhaps unusual because they say she came from abroad. The conclusions of
this book are quite different. An Ox of One’s Own lays out the evidence that another
woman was queen at this time in Nippur while Shulgi-simti lived in Ur and was a thirdranking concubine at best, with few economic resources. Shulgi-simti’s religious
exercises concentrated on a quartet of north Babylonian goddesses.
This book is a grammatical description of Koromu (or Kesawai), an endangered and
previously undescribed language in Papua New Guinea's Ramu Valley. Koromu
belongs to the Madang subgroup of the putative Trans New Guinea family. The
grammar covers the structures of the language, with an emphasis on information
structure. Geographic, linguistic, social and historical setting are described as well as
phonology and morphophonology. The book examines the morphosyntactic structures
of the language, covering basic clause structure, word classes, phrase structures and
structures of spatial reference, verbal morphology, serial verb constructions,
experiencer object constructions and the various constructions of clause combining
(clause chaining, complement clauses, adverbial and relative clauses). Chapters also
deal with noun phrase (non)realisation and morphological signaling of prominence and
show how links and tails are encoded grammatically. Appendices contain texts and a
wordlist.
This book offers the first comprehensive survey of the study of gender and classifiers
throughout the history of Western linguistics. Based on an analysis of over 200
genetically and typologically diverse languages, the author shows that these seemingly
arbitrary and redundant categories play in fact a central role in the lexicon, grammar
and the organization of discourse. As a result, the often contradictory approaches to
their functionality and semantic motivation encapsulate the evolving conceptions of
such issues as cognitive and cultural correlates of linguistic structure, the diverse
functions of grammatical categories, linguistic complexity, agreement phenomena and
the interplay between lexicon and grammar. The combination of a typological and
historiographic perspective adopted here allows the reader to appreciate the detail and
insight of earlier, supposedly ‘prescientific’ accounts in light of the data now available
and to examine contemporary discussions in the context of prevailing conceptions in
the study of language at different points in its history since antiquity.
This grammar provides the first modern, comprehensive description of Coastal Marind.
It is a Papuan language spoken by the coastal-dwelling Marind-Anim, formerly
expansionistic head-hunters of the Southern New Guinea lowlands. Like the other
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languages of the poorly known Anim family, Coastal Marind features astonishingly
complex verb morphology and a range of unusual phenomena, including indexing of up
to four arguments on the verb, verbal marking of focus (the 'Orientation' system),
engagement prefixes tracking the attention of the addressee, and a system of four
genders realised by intricate agreement patterns. The structure of the language is
examined in a detailed but accessible way, and its many complexities are brought to life
by contextualised spontaneous data, drawn from a rich audio-visual corpus.
Dieses Buch untersucht die Wirtschaftsethik asiatischer und christlicher Traditionen und
die dazugehörenden Rechtssysteme. Es geht aus von Max Webers Texten über China,
Indien und das alte Judentum sowie vom verstreuten Material über den Islam und
östliche und westliche Christenheit, außerdem von seiner Rechtssoziologie. Mithilfe von
Webers Methodologie (Begriff der adäquaten Verursachung) wird gezeigt, dass die
Ethik asiatischer Kulturen, außerdem ihr Gewohnheitsrecht und ihr nicht formal
rationales Recht Webers Meinung nach nicht von selbst zum modernen Kapitalismus
führen konnten, obwohl er natürlich von außen adoptiert werden konnte. Die Kultur des
Okzidents erscheint so als das Produkt einer doppelten Rationalisierung, der formalen
Rationalität der äußeren Umstände (Verwaltung und Recht) und der praktischen
Rationalität der inneren Motive der Protestanten, unterstützt durch zielorientierte
Technologie.
Music was one component of the cultural continuum that developed in the contiguous
civilizations of the ancient Near East and of Greece and Rome. This book covers the
range and gamut of this symbiosis, as well as scrutinizes archeological findings, texts,
and iconographical materials in specific geographical areas along this continuum. The
book, volume VIII of Yuval – Studies of the Jewish Music Research Centre at the
Hebrew University, provides an updated scholarly assessment of the rich soundscapes
of ancient civilizations.
The historiographers of religious studies have written the history of this discipline
primarily as a rationalization of ideological, most prominently theological and
phenomenological ideas: first through the establishment of comparative, philological
and sociological methods and secondly through the demand for intentional neutrality.
This interpretation caused important roots in occult-esoteric traditions to be repressed.
This process of “purification” (Latour) is not to be equated with the origin of the
academic studies. De facto, the elimination of idealistic theories took time and only
happened later. One example concerning the early entanglement is Tibetology, where
many researchers and respected chair holders were influenced by theosophical ideas
or were even members of the Theosophical Society. Similarly, the emergence of
comparatistics cannot be understood without taking into account perennialist ideas of
esoteric provenance, which hold that all religions have a common origin. In this
perspective, it is not only the history of religious studies which must be revisited, but
also the partial shaping of religious studies by these traditions, insofar as it saw itself as
a counter-model to occult ideas.
The art of interpreting Holy Scriptures flourished throughout the culturally
heterogeneous pre-modern Orient among Jews, Christians and Muslims. Different ways
of interpretation developed within each religion not without considering the others. How
were the interactions and how productive were they for the further development of
these traditions? Have there been blurred spaces of scholarly activity that transcended
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sectarian borders? What was the role played by mutual influences in profiling the own
tradition against the others? These and other related questions are critically treated in
the present volume.
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